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Thoughtful LEED Design.
in a Unique Equestrian Community
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nvironmentalist and interior designer Donna

Newsom, along with her husband Jack Bar-

renfanger, had a vision of building a green

home on a 10-acre site in the 132-acre eques-
trian community of Cobblestone Estates in Webster
Township. For Newsom, along with her architect and
builder comrades, building a home thar earned LEED
Silver certification was a fear of distinction few Michi-
gan homes have achieved.

To fully understand LEED - Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design, a green building
certification system developed by the United Srares
Green Building Council in 2000, navigating the usgbc.
org website offers the most derailed explanation of a
rather complex process.

“I wanted to build a conscious home,” says News-
om adding thar one of the first considerations was a
prescribed burn of the home’s footprine. “The burn
brings it all back ro a natural state--it gets so beauti-
ful and improves everything,” explains Newsom, adding
“We also kept the house low and most of the acreage
natural--I didn't want to mow over frogs, turtles and
bunny rabbits.”

Partnering with architects Brad and Theresa An-
gelini of Angelini & Associates Architects and LEED
certified builder Christopher Laycock of Christopher
Laycock Design Build gave Newsom the confidence to
hand over her criteria and layout. “The Angelinis are
very meticulous—they design to the last nail and they
are really nice people,” notes Newsom. Designing to
the last nail was particularly important since the foun-
dation and walls are construcred with ARXX ICF or
insulating concrete form rechnology. “It’s like work-
ing with Legos—the concrete forms go to the second
floor,” explains Brad.” We had to know the location of
every window, every door, all the electrical outlers—
everything is pre-located and there are absolutely no
changes during construction.”

For the Angelinis who are known for award-win-
ning design and an extensive portfolio of more than
300 projects from university buildings to new homes,
designing a home for LEED certification was a first.
“The goal is to match the client’s needs and the LEED
point system to achieve a design that is both sus-
tainable and fits the owner's lifestyle” explains Brad.
Points are even earned by the way the construction
site is managed, including a limit on the waste that is
generated. It’s a culture thar is created on-site above
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and beyond building a good home.”

Theresa adds,“Marerials should be obtained within
a 500 mile radius from the site — tiles from Iraly won't
add points.” Theresa also explains thar additional poines
are given for a detached garage, which allows for more
windows around the house and eliminates the possibil-
ity of fumes that seep into a home from an attached ga-
rage. A mudroom earns points for its purpose of remov-
ing shoes at the door instead of potentially tracking in
harmful pesticides and other unwanred residue.

“The emphasis on this home is very high tech
but it looks like a home,” explains Brad adding that
Newsom'’s skill in selecting textures, , color and narural
materials gives the home its modern yet warm feel. “I
don't think anyone walking into this house would have
any idea it is a LEED certified home,” notes Theresa.

Newsom was not one to install every“green gadget”

on the market. For this home, it was about construct-
ing a healthy environmenr thac is durable and sustain-
able with as small a footprint as possible. Newsom'’s

home is very sensible, elegant and comfortable.

For Newsom, a self-proclaimed architect wan-
nabe and empty-nester, her contemporary farmhouse
is a quiet retreat in a friendly community of both
equestrians and non-riders, Located at the front of the
development is Cobblestone Farms, a state-of-the-art
boarding and event training facility where Cobble-
stone Estates residents have the option of boarding
their horses and where Newsom's 7-year-old horse
named Spike resides. At anytime, Newsom and Spike
can go for a walk around the two miles of shared trails
that travel through the wooded estates and revel in the
peaceful serting with her neighbors.

WWW.MICHIGANHOMEANDLIFESTYLE.COM

PREVIOUS PAGE

LEFT: Trees are glowing at the height of autumn along the back ads of Webster Township.
TOP RIGHT: The low prairie LEED Silver certified home with minimalist landscaping fits seamiessly into its natural
surroundings.

THIS PAGE
ABOVE: Woodmode cherry cabinetry, heated porcelain tile floors, granite island, engineered quartz and expert de-
sign achieve lustrous style inthe contemporary kitchen,

BELOW: Sustainable bamboo flooring in the modest entry way combines warmth and continuous flow throughout
the home,
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OPPOSITE PAGE: The heart of the home maintains wamnth and comfort in an open area wher kitchen
and living space connectwith 10-feet-tall celings specifically proportioned to the human body. The focal
point s an original conformation portrat oil painting of Candor— a well-loved family horse.

ABOVE: An endless hallway of built-in bookshelves is nirvana for the booksellers and avid readers
in this homne.

BELOW: Low energy lighting, heated porcelain flooring low flow showerheads and dual flush toilets
are a few of the green materials in compliance with LEED centification.

MIDDLE: Bruiser, the family dog, awaits his shower to wash away the day’ grime fom a jaunt
through the backyard wetland.
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ABOVE: A grand entrance to Cobblestone Farms—the event training and boarding facility nestied in
acomner of Cobblestone Estates.

BELOW: Mary Barsan and her companion Mick pause for a moment along the Cobblestone

Estates trail,
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Angelini & Associates
Architects

PRINCIPAL: OWNER, (S):
Partners ~ Bradford Angelini and Theresa Luthman Angelini
Project architect for Cobblestone residence: Denise M. Close

NUMBER OF YEARS IN BUSINESS:
23

YEAR BUSINESS
1989

STARTED:

EDUCATION:

Both partners have a B. Arch from Ohio State University, M. Arch from
University of lllinois at Chicago, and second M. Arch from University
of Notre Dame

BUSINESS PHILOSOPHY:
We are committed to providing high quality architectural and interior
design solutions for our clients, with excellent service.

WHAT SETS YOUR BUSINESS APART?

Our design process is one that considers a wide variety of alternatives
early in the process, so that the entire design process moves
smoothly and the client Is confident that the final architectural design
will be the best solution for their investment. We use either three
dimensional study models or computer programs such as Sketch-
Up, to explore and communicate the design alternatives. We utilize
Autocad for all drafting, so the project is seamless and development
is efficient. We produce very complete construction documents
that include drawings, specifications, and schedules so that the
work is thoughtfully planned, the project can be bid accurately, and
construction can proceed smoothly.

HOBBIES, VOLUNTEERISM, ETGC. ;

Brad enjoys live theater and music. Theresa actively volunteers to
support the arts at the new Skyline High School in Ann Arbor. Both
enjoy reading, gardening, entertaining friends, and working on their
own home.

CONTACT PHONE NUMBER:
For additional information, call (734) 998-0735 or visit
www.angeliniarchitects.com.



